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INTRODUCTION

The Lord spoke to me one morning about these different areas of personal 
renewal, and over the next few days, they kept coming to mind. So I figured I 
would explore them and write this guide to help prompt your thinking about 
personal renewal and renewing your mind.

Obviously, Jesus is our source of renewal, and by keeping our gaze fixed on 
Him, we continue to grow and abide. As we do this, we must be willing to shift 
our lives and walk as God calls us. Sometimes that means making big or small 
changes. Other times it means doing spiritual warfare. Either way, we must fully 
embrace how God made us, and renew our minds as we go about sharing the 
good news of who Jesus is. Ultimately, only you can decide to be who God 
made you to be. 

The areas listed below are a few that the Lord showed me. They're not 
necessarily sequential, but instead represent a mindset and posture for pursuing 
your calling and walking in your original design. I encourage you to explore 
these areas, take them to the Lord yourself, and see what God has to say for 
your life about each area.

I hope this will spark some thinking for you and you find it useful.

God bless you,

Derrick

Romans 12:2 

And do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed 

by the renewing of your mind, that you may prove 

what is that good and acceptable and perfect will of God.



1. EARN IT
Ephesians 2:10 

For we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good 

works, which God prepared beforehand that we should walk 

in them.

The Lord was speaking to me about passivity, which is rampant 
throughout the church. Often people have giftings and talents that 
lay dormant because they are waiting for the right time or situation 
or circumstance or whatever to begin to act on them. What's 
more, is that God has placed a dream within each of our hearts, 
and it takes time and grit to fully pursue the calling that God has 
for each of us. When we're passive about such things, we don't 
really walk in partnership with God the way He wants us to. The es-
sence of this area of personal renewal is to invest yourself fully in 
what God has placed in your heart - your dreams, your calling, 
your talents and giftings. As you do, you'll come alongside what 
God has for you and overcome the stronghold of passivity. Think 
about what your calling and gifts are, and if you don't know, ask 
the Lord. Then, pursue them with everything you have, fully invest-
ing yourself and reaping eternal rewards. 



2. CHANGE IT

Of course, fully investing our time and focus on what God's 
called us to can be difficult, especially when there's other things 
that compete for our attention, and habits and patterns that 
we've haphazardly created. What this means is that we need to 
change things to allow for the space to be available in our lives 
to walk as God has called us to. This may mean laying down 
small things like time on social media or watching TV, or it may 
mean larger things like laying down a relationship, a job, or a 
hobby. My suggestion is to pray and seek the Lord's guidance 
on what needs to change. He wants to partner with you on every-
thing, so going to Him and asking "What in my life needs to 
change, Lord?" is a great question that God loves to answer. As 
He does, be bold and courageous in following His prompting, 
and see how things in your life will change.

Ephesians 4:22-24 

22 that you put off, concerning your former conduct, the old 

man which grows corrupt according to the deceitful 

lusts, 23 and be renewed in the spirit of your mind, 24 and 

that you put on the new man which was created according 

to God, in true righteousness and holiness.



3. BE IT
2 Corinthians 5:7 

For we walk by faith, not by sight.

Sometimes we believe that we need to "arrive" at a certain point 
in our development to ultimately fully embody who God has de-
signed us to be. What happens is that this leads to striving rather 
than being comfortable in your own skin and knowing that you are 
"fearfully and wonderfully made." As we accept our original de-
sign God has for our life and walk in it, we can be who are meant 
to be. We don't have to cater our personalities, characteristics, or 
habits to anyone else - let God be the guide in your life and fully 
embrace who you are. In other words, be who you are, and know 
that it's how God's made you to be. It's a beautiful thing to know 
that you are loved for who you are.



4. CHARGE IT

As we walk in the way that God has made us, and pursue our 
dreams and callings, the enemy will come against you. This is for 
a couple key reasons. First, God's plan for your life includes some 
element of advancing His kingdom, whether through evangelism, 
teaching, or an array of other areas. It's our duty as Christians to 
know God and to make Him known to the world. As we do that, 
we directly attack the plans the enemy has for others. Of course, 
he doesn't like that and pushes back. In all honesty, the enemy is 
defeated, but can still wreak havoc in our lives if we don't guard 
o u r s e l v e s . 
Second, as you walk in your design, you align with God's pur-
poses for your life, and His perfect plan for your life, meaning that 
you are walking in your authority, and walking in the power of the 
Spirit. This means your ministry will flourish, which too is a direct 
assault of the enemy. Be prepared for the enemy to push back as 
you walk out your calling. It may be through inconveniences, 
through disturbances, or through others in your life. When that 
happens, that's when we lean into prayer, trust in God's word, 
and worship the Lord with our whole hearts, knowing that He is all 
good and has overcome every obstacle.

Romans 8:29 

For whom He foreknew, He also predestined to be con-

formed to the image of His Son, that He might be the first-

born among many brethren.



5. BECOME IT
Romans 8:29 

For whom He foreknew, He also predestined to be con-

formed to the image of His Son, that He might be the first-

born among many brethren.

As we fully walk in our design, embodying our calling and pursu-
ing our dreams, we become more and more conformed to the im-
age of Jesus. Remember that we all, "with unveiled face, behold-
ing as in a mirror the glory of the Lord, are being transformed into 
the same image from glory to glory, just as by the Spirit of the 
Lord." (2 Corinthians 3:18). What this means is that as we walk as 
we're made, and are guided by the Spirit, we are being trans-
formed into the image of Jesus. There is no more exciting thing to 
think about becoming conformed to the image of our Savior. As 
we become this reality, we see circumstances and perspectives 
change, as God is able to work through us to do the impossible. 
The question is - what are you waiting for? 


